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Genoa, Italy,is historically a famous city, in that it 
was here that Christopher Columbus was born. One of ae largest 
ports of the Mediterranean, it is equally as picturesque and color- 
ful. 

M.Quariglia was born on a small farm on the outskirts of 
the city, sufficiently large to produce a living for the small family 
of three girls and one boy. Mario was ten years of age when his father 
died, leaving his family to the care of the farm as best they could. 
A struggle it was, no doubt from all accounts, but it did not last 
for long, as the mother died when Mario was fifteen and a few years 
later the farm was sold and Mario departed for America. Here, he had 
friends, who had written him from time to time relating the many poss- 
ibilities to be had here. 

It was in the summer of nineteem -hundred and ten that he 
arrived in San Francisco, having traveled across the Atlantic to New 
York City, thence across the continent to California. His friends helped 
Veta to obtain work and as the years rolled by, he saved sufficient to 
eventthally establish himself in a business of his own, namely, shoes.) 
repairing, at'’which business he is still engaged. | 

Mario is-:now a citizen and happily married. He related to 
me that a year ago he visited Genoa and after a lenghty stay in the 
old home town, decided that United States was the best place in which 


to reside permanently. 
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tk ITALIAN be Se aR A" 
This man was contacted as he came from Judge Schonfeld's 
courtroom, after he had been released for lack of evidence on 
e thousand-dollar vagrancy charge. We had been in the same 
outfit in France and this was the first time I had seen him 
Since he had been discharged from the Afmy. We went down to 
Kearny Street and he called a taxi-cab to drive us to his 
eafe in North Beach. He operates one of the finest cafes in the 
City. Following is his story. 
“My parents brought me to San Franeiseo from Italy when I 
Was a smal] boy. My father went into the fishing business with 
an unele, who had been in San Franeiseo for many years. My 
father prospered in the business. Both my sisters have been 
educated in convents. One brother is a graduate from,the law 
sehool at Georgetown University and is a member of a law firm 
in Los Angeles. The other brother graduated from the University 
ef California and is in business with me." 
"I went into bootlegging when I came out of the army and 
A & made pretty good at it. I lost heavily in Bank of Italy stock, 
but I did not let that get me down. I opened another joint. 
Five more years of prohibition and I would have retired, rich." 
"No. I haven't married. There're plenty of janes hanging 
around my joints and I don't want any kids that have to go to 
war." 
“Sure, I was arrested, I was slow in Giving the cops their 
share of the take. Onecof* em Will be around tonight and I'll 


ick through." 
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"roan, Tr yekena 6 the taal Lt pays re stand in with 

| “thoes: guys wah you're in the kind of business I run." 

| “Say, od you remember that little runt --- ---, in the 
outfit? He was always preaching how the ind! guy was taken care 
of and the erook went to jail. I got him working as a janitor in 
ene of my joints. His wife needed an operation and his two kids 
were both sick. He lost his job about four years ago and couldn't 
find another. He was broke and nearly nuts. It sure is hell when 
a fellow fights for his country and then the country forgets him 
when he is down and out," | 

"Do you know the only people who would help the runt was 
the Salvation Army. What do you know about that? Remember how 
we laughted at their dough-nut girls in France?" 

"No, the Legion had turned thumbs down on the runt. Yes, 

I know they Claim child welfare, but try to get it.” 

“Sure, I'm working girls out of some of my Joints, other 
guys are doing it, why not ms? I pay the cops ten dollars a month 
hush money for each girl." 

“Fellow, I learned something in France, never give the other 
guy a preak and keep on top." 

When I left the cafe I walked to the joint where the runt 
was working. I found my bootlegger friend was not living up to 
his word, as he Was most certainly giving the runt a break. The 
runt told me the bootlegger had paid for his witha“ operation 
and was paying the costs to keep the runts two children on a 
health farm. 

The runt has lost his confidence in the advantages of being 
coag nae F Square-shooter. 
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ot ¢ food and other commodities to go up. Ee has been a _ flat failure 


far as labor is concerned. 
uf "The American ‘Federation of Labor a Sa ian in fighting Roosevelt's 
4 880, 000, 000 relief measure. If this bill goes through as the President 


he 
“wants i ra he will benefit no one but -the employers of labor. The McCarren 


amendment should be ateaohed so that those «unemployed who are hired under 
a for similar work 
is. ‘pall will get the prevailing wage/in the community in which they are 


a 
Ge Thi ssi s the position taken by some of the Italian bartenders in 

Worth Beach taverns. They are for the most part members of the Bartenders’ 
‘Union of San Francisco and are strongly backing the oats haan OL chez: F. 


of ise, nt their fight for the McCarren tu a 
Si "Most of the working people are confused about this Peliet measure," 


tene.of the bartenders asserted. pee cea ty is this true among the Italian 


_ laborers. The MeGarren bill nee not demand that the unemployed be paid 


ce then the $50 a month, eae it does demand that they get the same rate 


of pay per hour that is pata for similar work in industry. That would mean 


"The fdot that the Nationel Chamber of Commerce, the National 


ee it.) anytime you see that gang behind a measure you can be sure 
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py pers is no mas "he said, "but that if the relief bill goes 


a Be nent Lor materials. At least half of the take Gh0! 000 will 
Je spent for supplies. You! 11 not see the big manufacturers and 
wholesalers cutting their price to the Mea re) Instead they'll be 
raising End for everything they sell. : 
"I'm for Huey Long for the next preci dens. The Kingfish of Bo aev an a 
las ‘the best program--DIVIDE THE WEALTH--of any candidate. We know enough 
) Bris now to be certain he would not fall in with the bankers and big 


Me triad ate. When he starts organizing in California for his fight sah 
ear 
= the presidency I hope to be one of his first signers." 


The 20 percent cut in the pay of those on work relief has stirred the 
‘Itelian patorny. more than anything that has happened in recent months. Many 


A ee 


are writing uke California Senators and Representatives to get behind a 


an Gillions to be discussed in a separate measure. they declare there & 


Others of the Italian colony contend the cut in relief is not a 


eesetty. They see it as a grand gesture on the part of the President to 
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ITALIAN 

This man was sitting in his launch cleaning his fishing gear. 
We stood on the dock talking with him for some time before he 
invited us aboard the launch. 

He told us he was born close to a small fishing village in 
Italy. He came to this country as a small boy with his parents 
and settled in San Francisco. His father was a fisherman up 
until his death twelve years ago. 

This man had gone out with his father many times and stopped 
in the seeond year of high school to take over the fishing when 
his father died. 

He is married, has three sons. Owns his own home and lost 
his life's savings in the crash of Bank of Italy stock. He is 
getting slowly back on his feet again with the help of his sons, 
whomihe says should be in school but hd is forced to use their 
help. 

| No, the boys were all born at home. We have been fortunate 
in not having serious sickness in the family. 

Yes, I make my own wine, but Icdo not sell it. Guess I could 


have got rich during prohibition, but I didn't. 
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Laks Ganges 


"Sure the Italians are for the Townsend 01d Age Pension plan. 


Why x not? It will put money into circulation through the biden people 


who are now a liability to the taxpayers, and be the greatest single aid 


to national recovery that has so far been proposed." 


— Se 


It is an Italian apartment henee owner talking, He is forty-seven 


years old--thirteen years below the age when the Townsend plan would do , 


him some good, Here is his logic: © . 


"I belong to the Apartment House Owners association, We held a 


special meeting six weeks ago of the association members, to hear the 
Townsend plan explained. As it was portrayed I can see no argument againat 

it, but every argument in favor of LG, 

o. "When: the meeting was through, which was held at the California Club, | 
every apartment house owner present endorsed the plan and signed the | \ 
petition urging congress to pass it. That shows how strong we are behind 


Aba 


"Aside from the monetary benefit the apartment house owners would 


Piaccive, there is a sociological aspect to be taken into consideration, 

These old neous have been the paekpone of the nation for the past forty 

ee eek They have worked hard, raised families, been good citizens, 

Du. 4 Ss 00 fault of theirs that they are in distress now--it's the fault of 

_ the economic system of the country. 

3 "These 01d people are now at that period where they cannot expect — 
an to recoup their finances, So far as industry is concerned they are out. 

| “Women at the age of thirty-five and. men around forty. What are even these 


Le goine to do for a Lyelyhooa from the time they are kicked out of 


gible for a Pension? ea bhava 


ANNI 
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Townsend Plan / 


period from say eighteen years to the time they are not wanted in 
the commercial life, it-is impossible for them to save up enough meney 
to care for their old age. ; 


"But here's the big advantage of the Townsend plan. It will knock 


omt of industry around 5,000,000 old people who are now piddling about — 


into one thing or another trying to earn a living, or else are on reiere 
That will create jobw for an equal number of people under the pension 
ages ° it will put money into circulation that now is piled up in banks 
idle, doing no one any good. The pension money must be spent in the 
month and in the United States. Think what that two billion dollars a 
month spent here would do to the depression} | 

i ; | "T don't believe sg ble be able to laugh the Townsend bill out of 
congress. It isn't only the older people that are for it--millions of 
young people are signers because they know it will benefit them by making 


more jobs. and raising wages. 


"Of course Roosevelt is against the bill, but can he stop it? He 
G has been a bie dissapointment to millions of progressive Republicans who 


q voted, for him in the last election. -He has allowed the big boys of Wall 


Street to encompass him with their i inensa: And then Jim Farley is no 
bag8 for the average citizen. He's only a Tammany politichan that is 
in for the graft and boodle he can get out of it. 
aT doubt seriously whether Rooseveht can hold the progressive vote 
that put an over. Unless ae steps on it harder for the common man this 
vote is apt to swing to the LaFollettes, Governor Olson of Minnesota or. 
even Huey Long of Mississippi. The temperment of the voters is such that 


no man half conservative and. half progressive can hold them. They must 


keer swinging to the lef 
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He was a fresh arrival from Europe when I met Him in a shanty office 


of the Bast Side . Such meets there were not unusual;the building,one 

of the survivors of the old New York was considered the Mecca of all 

Italian political refug-es, a certain rendez-vous for persecuted for- 

eingers,a peculiar Salvation Army ,where anybody could get a good 

word and the price send lunch . 

Thru a narrow wooden staire,the visitor reaches what pompously 

weds called the office of the newspaper ,located inthres small rooms, 

one for the printing shop ,one for the manager and the smallest one 

the private office of the editor ,Carl, a tall bearded man fifty yoazs 
cold ,an arch enemy of Fascism and Mussolini. 

ql During the winter ,one who, was not accWstoued to the North Pole 

A Clime could'nt remain in there longer than half an hour without freez— 

4 ange but Carl and his associates were brave to the extent of leaving 
the electric heater (the only heating mibaratus in the place) idle 

j and endure the cold for sight hours a day. Friends said Carl evident- 


ly was not a stock holder of the Edison Company,but I was suspicious 


that the freezing temperature Was mantained for discouraging x un- 


wanted vigitors to loungs there very long. In fact I noticed that 


impo rtant ecfunication forms ,before starting the 
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convereation hse immediately plugged in the heater and offered a ciga- 


Scie, 

That day when I opened the door and peeped in ,Carl was engaged in 
conversation with a ats man. About to wg withdraw ,he summoned ne 
in, saying " come in ,it will interest you too.” The heater was lit. 

And he introduced me te comrade Ibavic,a man about 30,dark wavy 

hair,oval face and black fiery eyes,who stood up and shook hands with 
the fim gesture proper of an officer . 

There we renainsd jurmare of the time and the forgotten lunch, I 
standing up ,for the two chairs were occupied ,while he spoke with 
the warmth of a deep cominicative passion . 

During the war ,being a graduate from the University of Trieste , 
Ibavic served as-navy officer under the colors of the Austrian-Hun- 
gharian empire . Rut his family was irredsntist ,that is affiliated 
to the secret party wx cpa for more than fifty years advocated 

the incorporation of the East shores of the Adriatic Sea with Italy. 


Imagine the tragedyof this young man ,compelisd to serve in an 


amy that he considered composed of enemiss . 


In 1917 ,with three more officers jhe succeed in passing the front- 
Nae ae ane wre | 
ed the italian amy till the end of the war . The desert- 
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ion netted him a denne from Italy and from Austria a sentence to be 
hanged as traitor in case of recapture ,with the moxfx immediate con- 
fiscation of all his properties. Italy gave him back ae home ,and 
Trieste greeted him as aw hero ,when,in the Batk fall of 1918, the 
(city Was annexed to Italy. 
A leader in his town ,an engineer in Trieste'’s ship yard ,he was 
*® Webs 
‘ a successful young man in all respects.And his lifeyRave flowed 
Calmiy had not the love for liberty and considsration for the 
rights of workers ,put him on their side ,to fight a more cruel 
} Dpaiehtes dot a big interest ,organized under the name of Fascia. 
Trieste was one of the Italian cities more persecuted by the forces 
of the new ascending party. For two years its squares were the stage 
for a civil war waged with unbelievable brutality . Thousandsof 
squadist#s »with rifle and dagger ,dressed in black shirts,with a 
| . ems rowde ned 


skull,the macabre symbol of Joath oxemeeei/a tho 1 left side of the 


uniform ,raided the town during the nigth time ,setting fire to 


headquarters of labor unions,coopsratives ,newspaper buildings,ran- 
saking homes of political leaders. Swindlers, crooks,men withouthonor 


and without family ,poor ,ignorant people,ths most vile elansnt of 
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society, g: aa ee fv bear akc of Pascism and took it on them. to 
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rotect the order and to save Italy. 
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One of thess bands,ill faned for its terroristic acts,"La Disperatdé, 


entered Ibavic's home one night in October of 1923 . Fefore realizing 


ery j ; 
what was happening ,he was dragsed out of bed and carried to a wait- 


ing camion; two mors followed and the cortsge headed towards the out- 


skirts of the town. About five miles in the country,the canions stop- 
} , 7 


«ped and Ibavig,bleeding all over and unecScious for the savage beating 


eis! 


Waktu isteredhin en Toute ,was carried to a nearby tree. A rope around 
his neck and the naked body was hanged,midst the wild shouts of the 


drunken crowd. 


Irony of fate ; Ibavic ,the Italian hero ,the one spared to the 


; gallows of Austria ,was hanged six years later by tho self styled 
bir 
hai 


 .redentors of Italy. 
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' When the roar of the camions was lost in the distance ,a peasant 


. 


who had hidden in a nearby bush to witness the savage scene ,rushed 


to the tree and with a stroke of a mifa cut off ths rope. A faint 
We . . ; 


_ wummur of the heart signfied that he was still living . 
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Two months later Ibavic was in Prance )»8till weak from ths terrible 
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but v th determination to continue the fight. 
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When he finished I noticed a trembling sound in the voices of big 


Y 


cer, the strong man of the movément : " And now,what's next, comrade 


i 
oD se 
= he inquired . 


A 
Mites ? Ll will remain in Anerica . 1 know those rats are trying to 


i : 


: ee in this country their hateful influence . 1 know that ‘us- 
a ie ; 
* ‘solini ig spending millions thru the Italian Mubassy and Consulates , 
ae Vi 
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a to Carry on a mercenary propaganda among millions of Italian immi- 
>) a a 


oH aaa and 1 am hers to do my share in stopping them . I undegstand 


, ae you mean: I have no passaport ,I am a clandestin immigrant. Rut 
ae 


Tis pone ta 


m Ras they deport me ,the Black Shirts in New York have another one to 
ae ; 


fight with . You will here of ma “yy 
ye 
and we heard Flenty . He was in the front line ,writing , speaking , 


Docs Beercsete: all the fascist forces in the Hast. The Black Shirts gs 
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Sepa fat appear in public without facing the terrible Thay ic. Dozens 
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them ylitteraly »Were Tughed to different hospitals. 
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"They are aot nye yal , they are beasts"~— 
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he used to say with a cruel 


890 that they a to 
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n 192% I lost sight of Ibavic . He was not heard from any more and 


4: ) 
I thougt he had returned to Burope . Till two weeks ago when 1 was 
: , 


stopped by @ webl dressed man on Market St.,who shook hands with a 


familiar firm grip. At first I could not place him ; then to my utter 
so sarprige I realized this man was no other than Ibavic . He seaued to 
eis 
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have rounded more . 


7 2 Lhe After our peur stuetts greeting ,he told us he had become quite a 


it y 
un , ay: 
home man ,and retired to the tranquil lide in California . He was 


: engaged in the tile business in Los Angeles and was doing very well; 


algo that ho had the sweetest little boy and an adorable wifes. I 


a A, 
asked hin if he still takes interest in the anti-fascist movement 


; js Po By J 
_ @nd he was evasive about . “Just few dollars for the anti-fascist 
; ee df 


hs press and to help the victims of Fascism in Turope . Rut... when the 
a: & 


. Italian peoples will start the spring cleaning of the Adriatic shores, 
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I will be there to give a hand. And if too old ,my boy will complote 


) job . That's the destiny of the Ibavic family ." 
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Subject: Italian man. 


Born in 1877 in Southern Italy. His parents had a small 
Olive farm. His mother kept housa@ and helped with the 
chores about the farm such as feeding the chickens etc. 
She died in 1908 and his father married again. There were 
five children of the second marriage and only one lived, the 
four having died of malnutrition. They were Vatholic and 
there was no food they depended on the church for it. He was 
@ farm laborer in italy. Very little pay. Friends of his 
were in America and liked it so much he was encouraged to 
come here too. He landed in New York, went to boston and 
thence to dlaine where he worked as a pick and shovel laborer. 
From Maine he went to Cincinatti where he worked as 
laborer on the Proctor and Gamble Railroad. He earned 
$4170 for a a nine hour day. 4e contracted a social 
disease in Cincinattiaé, went to a doctor for treatment, 
thinks he is cured now. 

Came to San Fraicisfo/d/pfff 24 years ago and has 
not worked since although he wants a job very much. He has 
been living on his savings of which he has about $800. left. 
tie had nothing much when he came to this country. Thinks this 


18 the finest government in the world. He can neither read 


nor write. Not naturalized. 
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